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I would be glad to renew old memories, if we   can   possibly

meet.

Tours sincerely s

W. TUDOR OWEN, ESQ,.
BROADHURST
LITTLE COMMON
BEXHILL-ON-SEA

From a photostat- S N. 18328

217.   SPEECH AT MEETING OF LONDON VEGETARIAN

SOCIETY

LONDON,
November 20, 1931

When I received the invitation to be present at this meeting,
I need not tell you how pleased I was, because it revived old memo-
ries and recollections of pleasant friendships formed with vege-
tarians.1 I feel especially honoured to find on my right Mr. Henry
Salt. It was Mr. Salt's book, A Plea for Vegetarianism., which show-
ed rne why, apart from a hereditary habit, and apart from my
adherence to a vow administered to me by my mother, it was right
to be a vegetarian. He showed me why it was a moral duty in-
cumbent on vegetarians not to live upon fellow-animals. It is,
therefore, a matter of additional pleasure to me that I find Mr. Salt
in our midst.

I do not propose to take up your time by giving you my various
experiences of vegetarianism, nor do I want to tell you some-
thing of the great difficulty that faced me in London itself in
remaining staunch to vegetarianism, but I would like to share
with you some of the thoughts that have developed in me in con-
nection with vegetarianism. Forty years ago I used to mix freely
with vegetarians. There was at that time hardly a vegetarian
restaurant in London that I had not visited. I made it a point,
out of curiosity, and to study the possibilities of vegetarian restau-
rants in London, to visit every one of them. Naturally, therefore,
I came into close contact with many vegetarians. I found at the
tables that largely the conversation turned upon food and disease.
I found also that the vegetarians who were struggling to stick to
their vegetarianism were finding it difficult from health point of
view. I do not know whether, nowadays, you have those debates,

1 Vide Vol. I,